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“The Tarpon Springs Public Library: A Cultural Treasure for Nearly a Century”
Remarks Delivered at the Annual Meeting of the
Friends of the Tarpon Springs Public Library at
Cypress Run Golf Club, Tarpon Springs
23 November 2013, 1:00 p.m.

by
James Anthony Schnur
President, Pinellas County Historical Society
University Librarian, Poynter Library, USF St. Petersburg

Good afternoon. It is an honor to be here with the Friends of the Tarpon Springs
Public Library as you celebrate another successful year and continue your
important work on the library’s behalf. In March 1997, I had the great fortune of
getting my first professional opportunity to work as a librarian when the City of
Tarpon Springs hired me shortly after the current library opened. By the summer,
I served as assistant library director. Although I later worked at the Gulf Beaches
Public Library and presently as a special collections librarian at the University of
South Florida St. Petersburg, Tarpon Springs will always be the first place that I
could call myself a true “librarian.”
Tarpon Springs is a community that nurtures, celebrates, and sustains its history.
For that reason, I have chosen to focus my talk this afternoon on an overview of
the history of the Tarpon library. KENNEDY TAPS All of us in the room have spent time
thinking about an important milestone that passed yesterday, the assassination of
President John F. Kennedy fifty years ago, on November 22, 1963. On that same
day, Grace Rolfe visited Jessie Cobb’s house to talk about the library with a few
others from the community. As Rolfe later remembered that day, a woman
visiting from Atlanta mentioned that the libraries in Atlanta and Fulton County
had organized a friends group to support their library system. Although the
chartering and establishment of the Friends of the Tarpon Spring Public Library
came a few months later, according to Rolfe in a newspaper article from May
1989, your organization had its beginnings fifty years ago from yesterday.1
EARLY TARPON IMAGES Settlements

appeared in the area around Tarpon Springs and
the Anclote River after the Civil War. Frederick Meyer came to the area from
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Marion County and settled north of the Anclote River. His brother, Franklin
B."Benjamin" Meyer, arrived a few months later. Their family founded the
settlement of Anclote. Green Meyer established the first general store at Anclote.
Between 1868 and the mid-1870s, most of the newcomers lived in Anclote, with
many engaged in the collection and trade of sponges from shallow areas, while
the site of Tarpon Springs remained a forest with abundant wildlife. INNESS PAINTING
By the late 1800s, George Inness learned of the beauty of the area and captured it
on some of his paintings. MORE TARPON IMAGES Later, his son, George Inness Jr., also
became a notable American artist. Alexander Ormond and his daughter, Mary,
arrived in the 1870s. By 1877, Mary had met and married Joshua C. Boyer, a
native of the Bahamas. Mary is often credited with giving Tarpon Springs its name
in the early 1880s.2
The settlement at Tarpon grew in the 1880s, especially after the arrival of Captain
Samuel Hope, Captain John B. Walton, and Major Mathew Robinson Marks,
members of an advance party sent by Hamilton Disston to survey the lands he
had purchased along the Pinellas peninsula. By the end of 1882, Anson Safford
and Soledad Bonillas Safford had arrived. Walter and “Mother” Amelia Meres
opened the Tropical Hotel a year later, as John K. Cheyney began to build his
holdings in the sponge business. By the time Peter Demens’s Orange Belt Railway
reached Tarpon Springs, a small but vibrant community had taken shape.
Although most sources consider 1916 as the year that the Tarpon Library began
operations, an article in the 23 June 1888 edition of the Tampa Journal claimed
that a library was planned nearly three decades earlier, just a couple of weeks
after Demens’s Orange Belt reached the small and remote settlement of St.
Petersburg. According to this article, provided to the library with a transcription
by Elizabeth Coachman, a lady named Lucie Vannevar stated that:
Tarpon is to have a public library. A few weeks since, Mr.
Morley, of Brooklyn, N.Y., generously offered to donate to the
town, five hundred volumes, on condition that some suitable
place be provided to receive them. A meeting of the citizens
was held last week and a Board of Directors was appointed.
2
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They are Messrs. C.D. Webster, Merrick Whitcomb, D.J.
Murphy, the Rev. Mr. Raeder and Mesdames C.D. Webster,
D.W. Snyder, G.A. Vannevar, Dr. Mary J. Safford, and Miss Lottie
Sammons. C.D. Webster, President, Merrick Whitcomb,
Secretary. A meeting of the Directors was held last Saturday
afternoon. It was decided to incorporate at once. As soon as
the necessary steps have been taken the work of establishing
the library will be pushed. With a nucleus of five-hundred books
to which the Tarpon has added a few volumes, we surely should
have no difficulty in establishing a reading room and circulating
library of which no one need be ashamed. It is needless to add
that we are open to donations. No false pride will stand in the
way of our receiving any books, that any good friend may see fit
to send us. At the same time we do not propose to beg, being
not at all too proud to work. I believe in the library. I think it is
sorely needed for we have many young men in town at times,
whom I think, would gladly avail themselves of an opportunity
to spend an hour or so in profitable reading.3
Did this library ever get off the ground? What happened to the books? While a
library may have been planned, no records exist to prove that this library ever
began operations. Some residents may have kept books in their homes to be
shared amongst themselves, but there is no evidence to suggest that a reading
room and circulating collection ever moved beyond the planning stages in the late
1880s.
When Julia Roswell Smith Inness came to Tarpon with her husband,
George Inness Jr., she found the cultural and intellectual landscape amidst the
pines, palms, and palmetto bugs quite bare. Her father had owned a publishing
firm—Century Publishing Company—and she had a strong appreciation for books.
Other women of means had also traveled along with their husbands and families
to this still somewhat remote area. Led by Inness, these pioneer woman decided
to establish the first municipal library in 1916. PLAIN TALKER Inness took the lead in
developing and building the collection, bringing in books from her personal
JULIA INNES
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library—and her husband’s collection—as well as securing magazines and other
works from Century Publishing. Her prominent role in Tarpon society also gave
her the resources to hold parties and other fundraisers for the library.4
Former Tarpon librarian Marilyn Ady, an occasional contributor to the old Tarpon
Springs Leader newspaper, once wrote that Julia Inness probably had a hand in
starting another library through her “book swaps” even earlier than the “official
year” of 1916. A member of the Universalist Church at the turn of the last
century, Inness no doubt traded books with others in the congregation. However,
according to Ady, a brochure from the church even mentions a “small library” in a
chapel open to the public that once sat along East Tarpon Avenue before fire
consumed it in 1908. CHURCH The current church, a little north of Spring Bayou
along Grand Boulevard, took shape in 1909, replacing that structure. While most
details about this library have disappeared, its existence indicates that loaning of
books at a common gathering place did, indeed, occur even earlier than 1916.5
Inness and her colleagues established the library on the second
floor of the old Tarpon Springs City Hall, now the Cultural Center, in 1916. The
collection sat in a space above the city clerk’s office, in the heart of the
community, from 1916 until the end of that decade. The library occupied the
northern portion of the second floor, according to fire insurance maps of the
time. CURRENT LIB SITE Indeed, the current library site on West Lemon Street, just a
few steps away, included wooden homes and even an old sponge house. After
approximately five years in city hall, the collections had grown sufficiently so that
the volunteers running the library moved them to a small home on Orange Street
and Pinellas Avenue where a Miss Richey lived and watched over the collection. 5
IMAGES By the spring of 1927, Julia Inness and others had developed plans for an
$18,000 structure that was to extend more than 100 feet long and 17 feet deep
on the lower floor, with a second floor as well, along the west side of Pinellas
Avenue, near Orange Street, close to the Richey home. During the Florida Land
Boom of the 1920s, projects such as this were announced with great fanfare, but
OLD CITY HALL IMAGES
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by 1927 the economic engine that drove the boom had started to sputter and
challenging times were on the horizon.6
As the real estate boom collapsed in the late 1920s, the library
also suffered. In February 1929, members of the library association met at the
home of President Julia Inness and decided to reduce hours to an afternoon-only
schedule. At some point, the library placed funds in the Sponge Exchange Bank
after the house on Orange Street was sold and before construction of the planned
building was to start. The bank failed and the library lost its savings. A new
structure was never constructed at Orange and Pinellas. By the 1930s, as the
Depression hit many areas of the local economy, the library moved to some free
space at the Tarpon Hotel thanks to the beneficence of the Tarpon Springs
Enterprise Association. Hot summers and chilly winters made conditions quite
uncomfortable in the cramped quarters, but the library did survive.7
SPRING BAYOU CARD

Fundraisers helped. For example, in March 1934, many of the
city’s elite gathered at the Arcade Hotel for a bridge party that raised over $125.
The following February, Julia Inness held another bridge party fundraiser at her
home on Orange Street, timed to go along with a “give your books week” that
encouraged residents either to donate their books at the Inness home or drop
them off directly at the library. Dubbed as the “largest event of the season in
Tarpon Springs,” this gathering brought many community leaders together to
supplement the $70 in library subscription fees the library had received to date.8
BRIDGE PARTY-2 ARTICLES

In 1937, the John and Mabel Cheyney donated a lot near St.
Nicholas Greek Orthodox Church, along a narrow alley later known as Library
Lane. They gave the city’s Library Association this parcel in honor of their
deceased daughter, Alma Cheyney Wimsatt. CHURCH IMAGES On this site, the first
structure built specifically to serve as a library was assembled. Compared to the
beautiful church just a short walk away, conditions within the library often
vacillated between uncomfortable and intolerable. LIB BLDG Groundbreaking took
place in late July 1938 and construction began that summer on a 40 by 37 foot
LIBRARY LANE TODAY
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building that tightly hugged a 40 by 44 foot lot surrounded by alleys. The onestory stucco structure had very little ventilation due to the narrow alleys.9
Jay “Jiggs” Henning, longtime publisher of the Tarpon Springs Leader, served as
president of the Library Association at that time. He expressed pride in seeing the
library open, though his unexpected death in January 1940 left the library’s
leadership in question. His family, knowing the value of the library to the
community, requested that book memorials were preferred over flowers.
Karl Parks, the longtime librarian at that site, once told Marilyn Ady in a 1991
interview that, “It was so hot in the old library that one summer I wanted to get it
air conditioned.” To raise funds in the days before the Friends, Karl placed a small
dish at the circulation desk where patrons occasionally left coins from their
sweaty hands in the summer or chilly hands in the winter. Although Karl never
was able to get an air conditioner for the building, he told Ady that he “really
loved that library.”10
KARL

Karl Parks’s love of the Tarpon library continued long after the library left Library
Lane. In fact, in 1997, Karl and his genealogical research partner and friend, John
Kiwala, continued to assist patrons with genealogical research questions in our
current building. Seeing Karl and John and watching them expertly assist
researchers with surname indexes is one of my fond memories of working here.
As uncomfortable as the building on Library Lane might have been, it still served
as a place of refuge during difficult times. During the Second World War, more
170 military installations—ranging from Camp Blanding near Starke to Pinellas
Army Airfield at the site of the St. Petersburg/Clearwater International Airport to
training grounds for the United States Marine Corps to test Roebling Alligator
amphibious vehicles near Dunedin—dotted Florida. Many historians believe that
World War II served as a transformative event for Florida. Millions of men passed
through here for training on their way to distant battlefields. After the war ended,
the population of peninsular Florida soared as millions relocated here. Even
during the war years, the library did what it could to provide stability and
9
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tranquility. In the 5 July 1942 issue of the St. Petersburg Times, under a headline
proclaiming “Tarpon Springs Collects 32,000 Pounds of Rubber,” a reporter notes
that the library reopened from 7:00 until 9:00 p.m. many evenings and even had
Sunday hours from 3:00 until 5:00 p.m. “especially to accommodate servicemen
in this community.”11
As the war ended, the library tried to meet the growing
demands of the community with limited resources. Since ad valorem taxes did not
exist in the same way as today, many public libraries required membership fees or
dues. RULES Looking at this old set of rules from our library, we can learn that the
dues were one dollar each year, allowing a patron to borrow up to two fiction
works and two non-fiction works at a time for a two week loan. Fines were three
cents per day, Sundays and holidays included. Those living out-of-town could
apply for a membership but had to provide a reference by a Tarpon resident. In
March 1947, librarian Sibyl Ink celebrated as the library has record circulation
numbers, loaning 741 books that month.12
1946 EPIPHANY PARADE

Finances remained tight. Library trustees meeting on 24 September
1947 learned that their bank account had less than $300. When a new librarian
came on board that fall, she earned $60 per month. At that time, the city
provided an appropriation of $50 per month (just doubled from $25/month) to
assist with expenses. Along with her volunteers, the librarian had many duties
that differed from what we see today. RAKE For example, in these 15 November
1948 minutes, she received permission to buy a “rake.” I keep thinking—and
hoping—that this is a typo, but I cannot think of what else it could be. Of course,
with barely $83 in the general fund, one hopes that rakes were on sale that
month. Mrs. Roland Locke, the librarian, expressed her fears about the new
threat to libraries in November 1948: Book-of-the-month clubs. She worried that
these new subscription based clubs with their variety of fiction offerings led to a
drop in library memberships. As she told a reporter, “It seems incredible that out
of a population of approximately 5,000 in Tarpon Springs that we have only 200
library members.” And, she added, many were from nearby communities.13
BOARD MTG 9/47
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In February 1949, the board approved funding to allow the library to
subscribe to Reader’s Digest and the Saturday Evening Post. A month later, they
allowed the library to install a telephone. While the library’s facilities remained
sparse, they were much better than what was available to a segment of the
population: Tarpon Springs’ African American community. Customs, traditions,
and laws of the time prohibited integration, and direct access to the library by
black residents was prohibited during the 1940s and 1950s. Similar to schools,
water fountains, accommodations, and other facilities, the “separate but equal”
provisions for libraries were non-existent in most Southern communities.
However, the library trustees did try to address this issue, something that was a
courageous move for the time.14
READERS DIGEST

At the 7 November 1949 trustees meeting, librarian Ruby Donahey asked
her colleagues to discuss the possibility of allowing black members. After
reviewing possibilities and considering the restrictions under which they had to
operate, they did research a consensus that some materials could be given to the
library at Union Academy, the school for African Americans, and perhaps the
school principal could also work out an arrangement to borrow materials by
having them sent to the school as well. This was a fairly bold move for the time,
especially since there were no other libraries in the immediate area that would
share materials. MINUTES On 15 June 1953, trustees once again looked into
transferring older and duplicate books to Union Academy. UNION ACAD Although
this arrangement was far from perfect, it was a progressive step in a better
direction.15
NOV 1949

The trustees also held a special meeting in November 1949 open to all of the
library’s members so they could provide suggestions and discuss issues with the
board. According to the 19 October 1949 issue of the St. Petersburg Times, the
board hoped they could move forward and “plan for a bigger and better library.”
The problems Tarpon Springs faced were not unique. Countywide, there was a
general dissatisfaction with the lack of library services. On 25 March 1950, the
Florida Library Association did a day-long survey of library services in Pinellas
14
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County. Noting that “no community is adequately served,” the report said that
public libraries in Pinellas were “woefully below standard” and called for a
creation of an extension library or bookmobile operating out of the St. Petersburg
Public Library, while adding that only St. Petersburg and Clearwater had adequate
collections, but even they fell far below national standards. TERMITE Just when one
might believe that the news could not get any worse, the library staff discovered a
huge termite problem in January 1951, with some books badly damaged, and
decided to do an item-by-item inventory to see what could be saved and what
should be tossed.16
As the winter tourists returned home in the spring of 1952, funding shortages
once again curtailed the library’s hours. Beginning on April 1, the library opened
only four days (Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, and Friday) and then only from 9:30
a.m. until noon and 1:00 p.m. until 5:00 p.m. Although funding remained a
perennial problem during the 1950s, the library staff made great gestures to the
community. The book collection expanded. By the spring of 1958, the library even
experimented with Monday through Thursday evening hours, 7:30 p.m. until 9:00
p.m., for a study hall for local college students. The evening hours continued
through part of the year as the library entered the 1960s. By this time, the small,
cramped, and un-air conditioned building had served the city for nearly a quarter
century. As Tarpon grew, it became clear that two things needed to happen: the
community needed a new library, and the library needed a support organization
to raise funds and articulate its mission. By 1964, progress was made on both
fronts.17
A decision made by voters on 20 May 1935 allowed for the library to
expand. Commissioners called for an election to purchase seven acres along
Spring Bayou from Thomas Coburn, a winter resident who came down from
Chicago. Known at the time as Beekman Point, Coburn was willing to sell the land
to the city for $20,250, paid over a twenty-year period. Plans called for a
playground and recreational activities for both adults and children. Interestingly
enough, the St. Petersburg Times article from 27 April 1935 mentioning this
election also noted that the two-story frame structure on the site at the time
BAYOU
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would make a great library. While the use of that building as a library did not
occur, the acquisition of Coburn Park, now Craig Park, gave city officials a perfect
location for an expanded library facility.18
In February 1962, Commissioner William V. Noblit developed plans for a $250,000
initiative to improve parks and facilities in the city. Along with improvements to
the police and fire station, this plan called for improvements along the seawall at
Coburn Park, as well as the construction of a new library and the sale of the
building from the 1930s to offset some expenses. By the summer of 1963, some
modifications to the proposed library building had occurred, but city leaders and
many residents still wanted a new library designed and constructed in Coburn
Park.19
In talking about the construction of the library, there is an interesting connection
between north and south Pinellas. At about the same time that the new library
was being planned for Tarpon Springs, a new college campus at the southern tip
of the Pinellas Peninsula took shape. Chartered in 1958 and opened in 1960,
Florida Presbyterian College originally held classes at the old Maritime barracks
along Bayboro Harbor where USF’s College of Marine Science is today. By 19631964, the college—now known as Eckerd College—moved to its present home.
More about this in a second.
William Luther Cobb and Jessie Cobb moved to Tarpon Springs in
the early 1960s. Almost immediately, Jessie became interested in the
development of a new library. Working with others, Cobb played an important
role in establishing the Friends of the Tarpon Springs Public Library. Discussions
began in late 1963, and the group became official in February 1964. Adult annual
memberships were $3, and a membership drive took place in the early months of
1964. LETTER WITH DIMENSIONS As president of the Friends, Jessie Cobb took a strong
interest in the construction of the new library.20 While building the foundation
for the Friends, Cobb and other board members consulted with Thomas Drier,
founder of the Friends of the St. Petersburg Library.
FRIENDS CHARTER
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Back to that Eckerd College connection. At the same time that this library took
shape along Spring Bayou, students at Florida Presbyterian College moved onto
their new campus, where they saw the William Luther Cobb Library and its
Thomas Drier Reading Room serving as the focal point of that campus. The Cobb
Library served as Eckerd’s library facility until the Armacost Library opened a
couple of years ago. Thus, the Cobbs played a role in the creation of two libraries
on the northern and southern ends of Pinellas County during the same time.
The hexagonal structure of the Tarpon library was constructed in Coburn
Park in early 1964. The Friends played an instrumental role during much of the
move, getting things ready for the opening on September 27. CHARGING DESK Jessie
Cobb even took a leading role in explaining the importance of getting an
appropriate circulation desk in June 1964, as the building neared completion,
when she made the case that a physical circulation desk and a card catalog were
as necessary to a library as a stove and refrigerator were to a home. LETTER TO COBB
On the afternoon of Sunday, September 27, the Tarpon Springs High School band
played songs as the dedication and open house took place. The new library
opened for business and the former structure closed, so it could be sold to
another party.21
LIB IMAGES

By the end of its first year, the Friends of the Tarpon Springs
Public Library could celebrate their efforts to assist with the opening of the
building, as well as with bringing notable speakers—including Thomas Drier and
longtime Everglades activist Marjory Stoneman Douglas—to the library in public
programs. 1960s ARCHIVES During the late 1960s, the Friends organization worked in
partnership with the head librarian and library staff to equip the library with
various books and other materials. They did great work, even with the limited
funds on hand. For example, at end of the 1969 fiscal year, the Friends had less
than $2,800 in their savings and checking accounts.22
FIRST ANNUAL REPORT

By the late 1960s, the library had opened its doors to all members
of the Tarpon Springs community. The segregated facilities of the past became an
1973 SUMMER PAGE
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unpleasant memory as the library moved forward. FASHION SPLASH To raise money
for the library, the Friends held a variety of events, including fashion shows that
gained community sponsors and that brought many people to the beautiful new
building. LIB EXTERIOR
At the end of their tenth anniversary, the Friends held a large
celebration in February 1975. RAZZLE DAZZLE Later that summer, a popular “Razzle
Dazzle” reading program attracted children. BICENTENNIAL EVENTS These programs
expanded the following year, as the library and its Friends group used the
bicentennial theme for programs and events. By this time, membership in the
Friends had reached 150 and the library led by Sophie Fulcher had nearly 25,000
volumes. LENSKI The Friends and library staff also prepared to construct displays in
October 1976 to showcase the works of Mrs. Arthur Covey, more commonly
known by her maiden name of Lois Lenski. A resident in a small home along
Roosevelt Avenue in Tarpon Springs for decades, Lenski was born in Ohio on 14
October 1893 and passed away in Tarpon on 11 September 1974. Her work as a
writer and illustrator of children’s books was highly regarded. The Friends
honored Lenski after her death in April 1975 and the library received a collection
of her works in a reception held by the Friends in October 1976.23
th

10 ANNIV

The hexagonal building hosted many Friends events during the 1970s,
as well as a growing number of children’s programs that ranged from puppet
shows for elementary school children to musical and singing programs led by Dr.
Kathleen Monahan. Story time programs always were popular and the presence
of a television by the late 1970s indicated that multimedia and audio/visual
services became important to patrons. The Friends and library staff made efforts
to reach out to readers of all ages, as well as residents throughout the city.
Movies and performances sponsored by the Library/Cultural Department at this
time served as the foundation for the way that the present-day Cultural and Civic
Services Department of the City of Tarpon Springs builds bridges between the
library, historical resources, performing arts, and cultural heritage. The Friends
maintained a strong presence as these relationships expanded.24
1970s IMAGES
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In 1980, Elizabeth O’Brien became the first library director to hold a
degree in Library Science. She also faced many challenges shortly after arriving in
Tarpon Springs. Noting that “the library is the heart of a town,” she once told a
reporter for the Suncoast News that “a town without a library is a wasteland, and
we’re headed in that direction.” O’Brien made these comments as she looked at
an overcrowded, heavily used library that may have adequately served Tarpon’s
5,000 residents in 1964, but less than twenty years later the more than 14,000
residents had a municipal library that had suffered budgetary reductions and
inadequate space. While the Friends raised funds, the library needed more
resources and a larger facility. O’Brien made it her top priority to look at
partnerships, involve the Friends, and seek a way to expand the facility.25
BUDGET CUTS

The Friends did their part by sponsoring fundraisers and programs to
engage the community and gauge civic interest in the library. FRIENDS 25TH The work
continued throughout the decade, as the Friends marked a quarter-century of
service in early 1989. DEL-VIKINGS In addition to traditional programs and book sales,
the Friends even hosted a major concert with the Del-Vikings—a popular 1950s
band—in October 1989. While this concert proved popular, the efforts of the
Friends in the early and mid-1980s before the concert took on great importance.
ELLIS FIRST

Yes, the Friends hosted popular programs, such as a 1983 lecture by local
author and amateur historian Hampton Dunn. TRUSTEES CLAIM But they also heard
the clarion call for action as the library Board of Trustees noted that the 1964
structure had suffered great physical deterioration by the spring of 1982.
Termites and roaches had found their way into the building, dirty floors collected
grime, graffiti occasionally found its way onto restroom walls, and broken lights
around the perimeter of the building led to public safety concerns. In short,
something needed to be done so that the library’s condition did not get any
worse at the same time that the library’s collections needed room to expand.26
FLA LORE
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The Friends took action in 1983, CHILDREN as did the future leaders of
Tarpon Springs, the children of the city. Children began to attend meetings at city
hall to request that local officials increase funding to the library. O’Brien, the
Friends, and residents lobbied for the library. In 1982-1983, the city allocated
$4.79 per resident to fund library services. O’Brien requested $5.87 in August
1983. While the percentage increase of this request may seem substantial, by
comparison Gulfport spent approximately twice as much, $11.43 per resident,
and Dunedin allocated $18.18 per resident.27
1983 FRIENDS

City leaders had to respond. That same month, August 1983, local
architect Edward Hoffman Jr. designed an expansion of 5,500 square feet that
would double the size of the facility to nearly 12,000 square feet. The Friends
worked with the library’s Board of Trustees and other partners as they started a
new fundraising campaign. Children at three elementary schools even started a
campaign to collect pennies for the library during the summer of 1984. Though
the funds raised by these children were relatively small, the gesture was large and
helped to galvanize support. 1980s PROGRAMS The library continued to host a variety
of programs for adults, popular gatherings for children in the library and near
Spring Bayou, and create exhibits that celebrated the cultural diversity of the
community, including this English/Greek bilingual exhibit.28
EXPANSION

The fundraising efforts paid off, as is shown in this recent image
from the southern side of the library addition at Craig Park. COUNTY LIB NET Even
before the groundbreaking took place in January 1986, O’Brien began to discuss
the value of a larger network or consortium of libraries that would enhance
services, something similar in concept to the Pinellas Public Library Cooperative
that would begin operations about five years later. PERFORMANCE AND PROCLAMATION By
this time, the library was regarded as an important community resource and the
OUTSIDE OF EXPANSION
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Friends group realized that it had an important role to play in these efforts.29
FRIENDS

Groundbreaking ceremonies for the expansion at Craig Park
occurred on 28 January 1986. The library remained open as the addition, valued
at more than $200,000, was added as an attachment to the original building. OLD
TREE AND LAYOUT The library’s location, along the beautiful bayou and amidst the
large trees at Craig Park, made it a popular location and a focal point for the
community. The expanded facility included a loft quiet area, a meeting room for
the Friends, room for the growth of the adult fiction and non-fiction collections,
and a reference area. A formal dedication ceremony took place on 22 February
1987. COMPUTER By October of that year, the library staff celebrated the first stage
of automation, as early computer terminals offered access to the online catalog
and the physical card catalog entered its phased retirement.30
GROUNDBREAKING

The introduction of technology and obsolescence of a physical card
catalog did not diminish the importance of the Friends. Indeed, the fundraising
efforts of the Friends remained important as new technologies found a home in
the library. Books on cassette, videocassettes, and later computers brought new
patrons into the library. CRAIG PARK As the library’s popularity grew, the Friends
continued to work in partnership with the library staff and city leaders. The
expanded facilities at the Craig Park location were a welcome relief. TS LIBRARY By
the early 1990s, outreach efforts sought to address the challenge of combating
illiteracy. Also, with the creation of the Pinellas Public Library Cooperative,
residents from neighboring communities and even Pasco County began to visit
Tarpon’s library in greater numbers. Soon, the library facility at Craig Park seemed
inadequate for the growing number of patrons and the increased expectations.
BOOKFAIR
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The thirtieth anniversary of the Friends was both a time of celebration and
preparation. As the Friends looked back at their three decades of supporting the
library in Craig Park, municipal planners moved forward with plans to construct a
new facility. Along with beauty of this location came vulnerability. The close
proximity of the Craig Park building to Spring Bayou became a concern a couple of
years after Hurricane Andrew had done substantial damage in south Florida.
While moving the library away from the Bayou was no guarantee that it would
make it through a storm unscathed, relocating the library to higher ground did
reduce the probability of flood damage. LEMON STREET The Friends and library Board
of Trustees had lobbied for an expansion of the Craig Park site, understanding
that many residents had grown fond of the library’s location. A plan put forward
by Edward Hoffman Jr. would have added a 5,000 square foot second floor and
expand the first floor by 3,000 feet. In February 1994, city commissioners chose a
different alternative, voting four to one to move the library to its present site on
Lemon Street. CURRENT LIB Less than three years later, the collections moved over
from Craig Park and the new building opened with great fanfare.31
30 YEARS

This was an exciting time at the library. Our beautiful new building had more
computers offering internet access than any other library in Pinellas County.
Crowds flocked to the new building. GRO GROUP As patrons entered the new facility,
they could enjoy the artwork within, while also seeing the beauty outdoors as the
Tarpon Springs Garden Club and the Gro Group put the finishing touches on a
butterfly garden. SOL PESKA One patron seemed quiet and unassuming, but his
appreciation for the library has benefitted our library, our Friends group, and the
community in so many ways. Sol Peska, a retiree in the community, considered his
library card a gateway to the world. After he passed away in 1996, the library
became a beneficiary of his estate. The Peska Film Festivals that ran for a few
years shortly after the library opened and the Peska Business Center that
continues to serve patrons today are legacies that we should celebrate.
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As we entered the new millennium, the Friends continued their
support and outreach. In 2001, the Friends hosted a gala with Christopher Still, a
noted artist who calls Tarpon Springs home and has gained statewide and
national acclaim for his works. DARE TO DREAM One of the most amazing things about
how this community supports its library and cultural heritage is the way that
literary activities, performing arts, and historic awareness come together so
wonderfully and seamlessly in many events. CHOIR Where else in Pinellas County,
or the Tampa Bay area, would we see a scene such as this, a well attended early
evening musical performance with the entrance to the library serving as the
stage? Only in Tarpon Springs!
CHRISTOPHER STILL

The Tarpon Springs Public Library has been a jewel for nearly a
century. Under the leadership of Cari Rupkalvis, the library’s current director, the
library continues to serve the community with new and exciting initiatives.
NEWSLETTER The Friends of the Tarpon Springs Public Library remains an important
partner in this activity. Libraries have evolved. Teen rooms, manga and anime
collections, electronic resources, and e-books are just a few of the new initiatives
and resources that patrons expect today. Declining budgets force libraries to
make difficult decisions as they try to meet the expectations of their users. FRIENDS
ROOM Friends groups play an essential role by providing funds that would
otherwise be unavailable.
CURRENT VIEWS

Today, we talked about the history of a library that all of us love. This afternoon,
we also celebrate the efforts that each of you, as a member of the Friends, plays
in our library’s success. For nearly a century, the community has supported the
Tarpon Springs Public Library. Your efforts ensure that this legacy continues well
into the future. Thank you very much.
I would be happy to answer any questions.

